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Have you got your Christmas tree up yet? Perhaps not. Perhaps that's because you've been spending your
spare time preparing a tree for a window in Church. And how splendid they all look. Yet again, you've
amazed and excelled with your fabulous ideas. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the designs in
any way. The beautiful sparkly displays took centre stage in our Festival of Light Service on Advent Sunday.
We look forward to having them light the way throughout the festive season.
And there are plenty of joyous times to celebrate with friends and neighbours in Asby this month. We start
with St Peter's Christmas Fair on Saturday 3rd December. Then there are more tree related celebrations on
9th December with the Tree Group Domino night. The following week you can see twinkly candles at the
Baptist candlelight service. If you've never been before, you won't be disappointed - it is usually one of the
most beautiful and atmospheric services of the year. And if that isn't enough to impress, you can then fly up
closer to real twinkly stars at Asby cinema, with the new Top Gun Maverick film. In Christmas week there will
be a Christingle service for the school children, Carols around the Christmas Tree on 22nd December and
the return of a 'proper' Asby Christmas Eve service. For those newer to the village, prior to Covid, this was
one of the highlights of the year, with the church packed to the doors and additional seats needed. We look
forward to seeing you there so we can, once again, enjoy together, this beautiful service which makes
Christmas in Asby feel so extra magical and special.
As we move into 2023, we hope you're able to stay
warm and healthy. There is much in the news right
now about it being a potentially difficult winter.
Remember, you can always check out the Renew
Well-Being Warm spot at the Appleby Cricket Club on
a Friday morning. A number of people from Asby
already come to this, so you would be amongst
friends if you would like to join us.
Watch out for more details on all these events, and
more, on the Asby Message Service and posters
around the village.
We wish you a very Happy Christmas filled with love,
friendship and happiness.
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Upper Eden Food Bank
- Collection Point in St Peters Since our last Asby Matters, we’ve had a letter from the Upper Eden Food Bank thanking St Peter’s for the gifts
we sent from our Harvest Festival at the beginning of October.
We’re told that over the past year the Food Bank has fed 507 adults, children and babies; and also provided
535 children’s bags during the school holidays. It is hard to realise that there is such a need in our ‘patch’. Our
Harvest contribution will have been only a drop in the ocean compared with the amount of goods that have
been needed and distributed.
The letter closes with a quotation from St Paul’s letter to the Galatians, where, in chapter 6 he writes, ‘So then
as often as we have the chance, we should do good to everyone.’
At a recent meeting of our Church Council, and, knowing that the Cost of Living challenge isn’t going to go
away at all soon, members suggested that a collection point for the Upper Eden Food Bank be set up in St
Peter’s for contributions from the village.
Items such as a bag of sugar, or a tin of soup, or a packet of biscuits could go towards making a difference for
a family currently finding it really hard to manage. So, look for the box in the church ready to receive your gifts
to provide help where it is definitely needed. We plan to deliver Asby’s gifts to the Food Bank once a week.
Asby PCC

Memory Club in Appleby
Meetings are held on
2nd & (normally) 4th Wednesdays of each month
(December 14th, January 11th and 25th)
at Sands Methodist Church Hall 10.30am -12noon.
All are welcome, particularly those with memory loss.
There will be light refreshments, games, crafts, music
and singing.
For further information please contact:Anne : 017683 51219
Tim : 01768352640
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THANK YOU
to everyone who supported our
Advent Festival of Light
There was much singing, as well as quiet reflective moments.
Candles were lit and the beautiful Christmas trees gradually
switched on, bringing warmth and sparkle, which we hope to
share with you throughout the festive season.
You helped us raise £126 in aid of Crisis at Christmas
We hope you enjoyed
your warm spiced apple or mulled wine treat

Church Services (December & January)
St Peter's Church
Sunday 4th December, 3:00pm: Communion by Extension, Pat & John Bevan
Sunday 11th December, 11:00am: United Service, Rev Mike Harrison
Sunday 18th December, 6:30pm: Candlelight Carol Service, Asby Bridge Church
Tuesday 20th December, 1.45pm: School Christingle, Rev Judy Polkinhorn
Thursday 22nd December, 7.00pm: Carols around the Village Christmas Tree
Saturday 24th December, 6.30pm: Christmas Eve Carol Service, Peter Miller
Sunday 25th December, 11.00am: Service of the Word, Pat & John Bevan
Sunday 1st January: NO SERVICE
Sunday 8th January, 11.00am: United Service, Asby Bridge Church
Wednesday 11th, 7:30pm: Asby Fellowship at The Hollies
Sunday 16th January, 3:00pm: Covenant Service & Holy Communion: Rev Andrew Sterling
Sunday 22nd January, 11:00am: Morning Prayer, John Bevan
Wednesday 25th January, 7:30pm: Asby Fellowship at The Hollies
Sunday 29th January, 11:00am: United Service, Asby Bridge Chapel (or 10.45am, St Lawrences, Appleby)
Asby Bridge Chapel
Sunday 4th December, 11:00am: Tony and Patricia Higton including Communion
Wednesday 7th December, 7.30pm: Bible Study
Wednesday 14th December, 7.30pm: Prayer Meeting
Sunday 18th December, 6.30pm: Candlelight Service, Donald Marston - followed by tea/coffee and
mince pies. Offering in aid of Eden Valley Children's Hospice
Wednesday 21st December, 7.30pm: Bible Study
Sunday 1st January, 11:00am: Rachel and Delphine
Sunday 8th January, 11:00am: Donald Marston, including Communion
Wednesday 11th January, 7.30pm: Prayer Meeting
Sunday 15th January, 11:00am: Tony and Patricia
Sunday 18th January, 7.30pm: Bible Study
Sunday 22nd January, 11:00am: Nicholas Watson
Wednesday 25th January, 7.30pm: Fellowship The Hollies
Sunday 29th January, 11:00am: Wesley Brewer
All are warmly invited to all these Services.
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What's happening in the village?

DECEMBER
Sat 3rd- 11-4pm, Asby Village Hall: Christmas Fair 2022
Mon 5th - 2-4pm, The Manse, Little Asby: Knit & Natter
Thurs 8th - 7pm, Lake District Murders by John Bude
Fri 9th - 7-10:30pm, Asby Village Hall: Christmas Dominos Drive by Asby Tree Group
Tues 13th - 2:00 pm, Village Hall: Asby WI, Pass the Parcel
Tues 13th - 2:30-3:30pm, Asby Endowed School: Pop in & Play
Wed 14th- 7:30pm, The Three Greyhounds: History Group's Christmas Dinner
Thurs 15th - 12:00 noon, Three Greyhounds: Asby Diners (two courses and a drink for £7.50,
let the 3-Gs know you are coming)
Sat 17th - 7:30-9:30pm, Asby Village Hall: Great Asby Cinema: TOP GUN: MAVERICK
Thurs 22nd - 7pm, Carols around the Christmas Tree
JANUARY
Mon 2nd January - 7:30-9:30pm, Asby Village Hall: Great Asby Cinema: Navalny
Sat 21st January - 7:30-9:30pm, Asby Village Hall: Great Asby Cinema: Fishermans Friends 2
*See the Asby Parish Website for more info about these events*

Asby Endowed School Events:
Pop-in and Play
Do you have a child(ren) between 0-4 years old?
Do you have a child starting school in September
2023? Then we would love you to come and
meet everyone at Asby Endowed School. We are
holding a 'Pop-in and Play' session on 22nd Nov
and 13th Dec between 2.30 and 3.30pm.
If you can't make these dates, just give school a
call on 017683 51154 to arrange a visit.
Volunteer Readers
If you would like to share your love of reading
with the children and are able to come into
school, then please get in touch.

Special Visitor to Great Asby
Christmas Fair

Thank you to everyone who supported this
lovely day. It was nice this year, to be able to
share the day with Asby Endowed school.

Asby Calendar 2023
LAST FEW
£6 each!
Buy from The Three
Greyhounds or Pat or John
Bevan at The Hollies [53433]
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Asby WI
Tuesday 13th December, 2pm
Pass the Parcel : Asby Village Hall
…Christmas chatter and parcel time
Tuesday 13th January, 6pm
WI Meal : Appleby
…Two weeks since the Christmas holidays - time
for another meal and chatter :) Let's remember
the good times and plan some more for the
coming year
All welcome!

Great Asby Remote Cinema
Never been to Asby cinema before?
Now's your time to try it out.
This month, we bring you films that are rather
different to our usual.

Saturday 17th December:
Sore to the skies with

Top Gun Maverick (2022)
(cert 12a)

Asby History Group
Wednesday 14th December
7.30pm

CHRISTMAS DINNER
The Three Greyhound's

Appleby's Renew
Well-Being Cafe
Fridays, 9:30- 11:30am, Appleby Cricket Club
The well-being cafe is also now registered as an
official Cumbria 'warm spot'.
All welcome!

Asby Table Tennis

EVERY WEDNESDAY
11am-12noon, Asby Village Hall
All welcome!

Monday 2nd January:
Documentary

Navalny (2022)
Saturday 21st January:

Music to brighten your winter days

Fishermans Friends 2 (2022)
(cert 12)
All at 7:30pm, Asby Village Hall.
Doors open at 7 pm for film screening at 7:30.
You can now, pay by card, on the door.
Although we do find it helpful if you can indicate
if you're coming by clicking the link on the website
....so we can be sure we have enough ice creams!!
Admission: Adults £5
Under 15’s: £3
Why not collect a Pizza from the pub to bring
with you? Orders with Amanda by Friday evening
please.
…and do bring a bottle of your favourite tipple!
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The Journey Of The Magi
T.S. Elliott, after Bishop Launcelot Andrews
A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter.'
And the camels galled, sorefooted, refractory,
Lying down in the melting snow.
There were times we regretted
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,
And the silken girls bringing sherbet.
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling
and running away, and wanting their liquor and women,
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly
And the villages dirty and charging high prices:
A hard time we had of it.
At the end we preferred to travel all night,
Sleeping in snatches,
With the voices singing in our ears, saying
That this was all folly.
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the
darkness, And three trees on the low sky,
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins.
But there was no information, and so we continued
And arriving at evening, not a moment too soon
Finding the place; it was (you might say) satisfactory.
All this was a long time ago, I remember, And I would do
it again, but set down This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and
death, But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.

Osmond the immigrant
Osmond is the saint for you if you regret
Brexit, and believe that immigrants can
bring good to Britain. Osmond came to
England from France back in the days
before EU regulations. It was shortly after
1066, and he was a Norman, following
William the Conqueror.
Osmond himself was no soldier, but a gifted
and godly man, with a great gift of
administration. He became royal chaplain,
and then chancellor in 1072, producing
numerous royal letters and charters for the
king. In 1078 he was made bishop of
Salisbury. As such, he completed and
consecrated the cathedral, and formed such
an outstanding chapter and constitution
that it later became a model for other
English cathedrals.
Osmond took part in the preparation of the
Domesday Book, and was present when it
was presented to William in April 1086. He
died in 1099, well respected for his purity
and learning, and his lack of avarice and
ambition.
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Asby Parish - Clergy and Church
Contact Details
The Rector
Vacant
Acting Rural Dean - Archdeacon:
Stewart Fyfe 07552 428772
For weddings and baptisms, contact Joyce
Keetley: 07741 327381
Rev. Roger Collinson
(017683) 52886
PCC Lay Chairman:
Peter Miller, Town Head House
Tel: (017683) 51707
Church Diary Secretary
Carole Cozens
Tel: 01539 623112
Asby PCC Secretary:
Karen Royle, Great Asby
Tel: 07966 371044
St. Peter's Church Warden:
Vacant
Methodist Minister:
Rev. Andrew Sterling
(017683) 51244
R.C. Parish Priest
Fr. Peter Houghton
(017683) 51474

Parish Amenities
Paper/Cans/Bottles and Plastics,
kerb side collection:
Thursday 1st, 15th, 29th December
Thursday 12th & 26th January
Recycling at Scalebeck: Glass,
cans, paper, card & clothing only (No
plastics or rubbish)
Recycling at St Peters: Charitable
donations of Spectacles can be left
in the church
Green Waste Skip opposite
Village Hall: Only Household
garden waste, emptied monthly.
Please ensure the surrounding areas
are left tidy after use.
Wheelchair available on
temporary loan: contact John
Bevan, The Hollies, (017683) 53433
or any PCC member.

'Asby Matters' is published by St. Peter's, PCC.
Editor: Emily Rose Wilkinson Email: erwilk@hotmail.co.uk
If you have any news, announcements or photographs of events happening in the
village, why not sent it in to me and I will feature this in the next month's edition!

Asby Parish Council - Your Parish Councilors
Jamie Goddard Tel: 017683 51683 Email: jamiegoddard75@hotmail.com
Alister Horn Tel: 017683 41388. Email: alijjhorn@gmail.com
Bill Kerr Tel: 07816 987806. Email: billineden@gmail.com
Dianne Maughan Tel: 017683 51831. Email: maughandianne@gmail.com
Garret Fitzpatrick Tel: 017683 51951. Email: fitzgkb@gmail.com
Parish Clerk:
Joe Lambert Tel: 07713 252 850. Email: clerk@asbyparish.org.uk
Concerns? Email comment@asbyparish.org.uk or telephone above.
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HELPLINES

The Farm Community
Network:
0845 367 9990
Child Line:
0800 1111
Clergy: see page 5
Samaritans:
0845 790 9090
Child Concerns?
Contact Children's
Services (24 hrs) Tel:
0333 240 1727
'Silver Line': 0800 470
8090 (24 hrs) links the
elderly with local
services, help if
abused or neglected,
befriending if lonely.
Police NON
emergency: 101
Appleby Food Bank
For those in need, contact 07596 690902
or
email: upperedenfoodbank@gmail.com
Complete confidentiality is maintained
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